Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 SAIGON 17544 051148Z 

45 

ACTION EA- 14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 NIC-01 10-15 DPW-01 CIAE-00 DODE-00 

INR-10 NSAE-00 PA-03 RSC-01 USIA-15 PRS-01 SPC-03 

DRC-01 /066W 

022352 

R051045Z OCT 73 
FM AMEMBASSY SAIGON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7816 
INFO AMCONSUL BIEN HOA 
AMCONSUL DANANG 
AMCONSUL NHA TRANG 
AMCONSUL CAN THO 
USDEL JEC PARIS 
CINCPAC 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SAIGON 17544 

E.O. 11652N/A 
TAGS: PINT, VS 

SUBJECT: FURTHER GVN STAND ON COMMUNIST ASSASSINS 
REE: (A) SAIGON 16813; (B) SAIGON 16827 

QUOTED BELOW IS A TRANSLATION OF PART OF AN ITEM FROM THE 
OCTOBER 5 EDITION OF THE OEFICIAL NEWS-SHEET VIETNAM PRESS. 

IT CONCERNS THE CONVICTED ASSASSINS OF CAO DAI GENERAL NGUYEN VAN 
THANH. THE RELEASE OF THESE PRISONERS HAS BEEN DEMANDED BY THE 
COMMUNISTS. 

BEGIN QUOTE. IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN THE NATIONAL LAW, THE RVN WILL 
NOT RELEASE THE EIVE PRISONERS CONVICTED OF THE ASSASSINATION OF 
CAO DAI MAJOR GENERAL NGUYEN VAN THANH TO THE COMMUNISTS, AS 
DEMANDED. 

QUOTE. GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN MR. BUI BAO TRUC STRESSED THAT THE 
RELEASE OE THESE CONVICTS CAN ONLY BE CONSIDERED IE THE 
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ASSASSINATED FORMER GENERAL THANH BY ORDER OE THE COMMUNISTS. 

END QUOTE. 

COMMENT: THIS IS A MODIFICATION OF THE POSITION ANNOUNCED 
BY THE GVN SEPTEMBER 20, WHEN BUI BAO TRUC INDICATED THAT THE 
LIVE CONVICTED ASSASSINS WOULD NOT BE RELEASED UNDER ANY CIRCUM- 
STANCES. (REF. A). HOWEVER, IT CONEORMS TO THE GVN STAND PER- 
VIOUSLY DECLARED THAT PRISONERS LISTED AS COMMON CRIMINALS WHOM 
THE COMMUNISTS IDENTITY AS THEIR CADRES WILL BE CONSIDERED EOR 
RELEASE TO THE COMMUNIST SIDE. 
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